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Importance of Internationalization of Japanese Studies:
from the viewpoint of “Relational Studies on Global Crises”
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One of the reasons why | have come to believe
that the Relational Studies on Global Crisis
(RSGC), i.e., an attempt for "Establishing a New
Paradigm of Social/ Human Sciences based on
Relational Studies to Overcome Contemporary
Global Crises”, is necessary is that events that
cannot be explained from an actor-based
academic perspective are frequently occurring
in various aspects of recent international
politics, especially in the Middle East. As a
student of contemporary politics in the Middle
East, | have been frustrated by the fact that the
existing social sciences have focused on the
state actors of major global powers and
developed countries, and have positioned the
Global South, including the Middle East and
Africa, only as the object of acts of global
powers. These crises are the result of the
accumulation of a kind of sediment that has not
been heeded or shed light on in the arena of
international politics.

International politics is not woven by the
unilateral actions of state actors of global power,
but by a web of interrelationships among a
variety of actors, including not only states but
also various non-state actors. We can see more
clearly what is going on in the contemporary
world if we see the actor not as a fixed entity,
but as a fluid entity that rises and falls, or is
transformed, in a multilayered interplay of
relationships.

The idea of "RSGC" is rooted in the perspective
of postwar Japanese area studies, and by
extension, its unigque view of international
society that Japan has cultivated. Before World
War I, Japan's area studies, like those of the
West, regarded Asian countries as objects of
colonialist interventionist policy and developed
them as strategic studies. In the postwar period,
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however, based on this reflection, Japanese area
studies have focused on the local context,
emphasizing the specificity and uniqueness of
the area under study. In other words, Japanese
area researchers have distanced themselves
from the pursuit of national interests of the state
of Japan, and have placed themselves in a direct
relationship facing the area under study as much
as possible. Considering that international
relations theory itself is a discipline for the
victors that began in the West as a study of the
enemy, it can be said that international relations
theory developed by Japan, defeated in WWII,
offers a different perspective from that of the
West.

More attention should be paid to the uniqueness
and potential for the diffusion of the various
academic disciplines that have been developed
in Japan. However, the conventional study of
Japan may have been unaware of this fact.
Scholars of Japanese studies have been less
willing to apply their perspective of analyzing
Japanese society to comparative studies on non-
Japanese societies or their case studies. In this
sense, we believe that "International Japanese
Studies,” which seeks to "liberate Japanese
studies from its unilateralist framework and
reassess Japanese history, society, and culture
with an eye to its multiculturalism and
pluralism,” can essentially contribute to the
development of RSGC.



