M1 ERRE & BARDKE

A New International Order and Japan’s Role
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The world is in the midst of global compound
crises of climatological, biological and social
systems. Climate change, a result of
interaction between the climatological system
and the social system, is causing various forms
of disasters: typhoons, floods, draughts,
wildfires, and shortage of foods. The COVID-
19 pandemic, a dynamic interaction between the
global biological system and the social system,
has already caused millions of deaths, social
disruption, economic downturns, and the
increase of extreme poverty in many parts of the
world. The already difficult global conditions
caused by climate change and the pandemic did
not deter emergence of military conflicts among
human beings; the Russian invasion of Ukraine
was the most notable case in point.

The global crises are compound because many
negative consequences are brought about by
complex interaction among physical, biological
and social systems. The war in Ukraine, not
only causing deaths and injuries in Ukraine and
Russia, is imposing tremendous social burdens
on the neighboring countries through the influx
of refugees, bringing about energy shortage in
many countries, and causing food security crises
in countries already suffering from droughts and
the pandemic. Another serious consequence
of the compound crises is inflation, which in turn
pressures the central banks in the world to raise
interest rates. The increasing interest rates,
together with inflation and changing exchange
rates, is hurting the economies of many
developing countries by worsening their debt
conditions. Debt crises have caused political
crises in some countries.

In sum, human security in many parts of the
world is threatened by the global compound
crises. Japan, which has advocated the
importance of human security since the late
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1990s, should play a leadership role as it
assumes the chair of the G7 summit in 2023.
The war in Ukraine is a human security disaster
caused by the Russian invasion. As Japan is
not able to extend military support because of
legal restriction, it should lead the international
efforts of civilian support while the war
continues and take a leadership role in large-
scale efforts of reconstruction when the war is
over.

Military conflicts are not the only source of
human insecurity. The international community
has to organize comprehensive efforts of
removing sources of human insecurity. Japan
should persuade as many  countries,
international organizations, NGOs and
businesses as possible to mobilize resources to
cope with immediate human security crises
throughout the world. In addition to addressing
the immediate crises, Japan should also take the
initiatives in promoting long-term efforts of
making vulnerable societies more resilient to
future shocks.

Liberal democracies had difficulties in making
quick and effective responses during the global
compound crises particularly in their responses
to the initial phases of the pandemic. But they
have not made as catastrophic responses as
were made by some autocratic countries. There
are  many democracies upholding their
democratic values while struggling the
challenges posed by the compound crises. Japan
should lead the efforts to support such
democracies.



