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Multidirectional Missions: New Flows in Contemporary Global Japanese Studies
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Since the time of the Ilwakura Mission, flows
into and out of Japan have continuously
shaped Japan’s culture, society, and politics,
as well as the role of Japan in the region and
beyond. This is revealed on the largest scale
by the vast movements of people that took
place during the aggressive expansion of the
Japanese empire, and in the mass repatriation
event that took place after the empire’s fall.
The importance of the latter of these
movements has been highlighted in recent
years by an expanding body of research
concentrating on the millions of postwar
repatriates to Japan. In the humanities such
research includes a renewed focus on how
influential works of literature represented
repatriation and altered its conception in
postwar popular consciousness.

We have now reached the juncture at which
this essential research into Japanese-
language repatriation literature can serve as a
foundation for reevaluating the postwar
Japanese literary canon; still more broadly,
this research will prove indispensable to
future attempts to uncover the ongoing role of
postwar migration and incomplete
decolonization in shaping contemporary
Japan. Yet it has become clear that going
forward, this type of research must develop in
a more diverse direction. It is only by
examining Japanese-language repatriation
literature in concert with other literatures from
across Asia and further afield that we can
hope to frame postwar repatriation to Japan
appropriately and accurately in the context of
other significant postwar migrations out of
Japan, migrations between locations in the
former Japanese empire, and other
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international flows that were strongly
influenced by the ensuing Cold War. In other
words, the current state of studies of
Japanese-language repatriation literature
illustrates how global Japanese studies
research  must itself become  more
multidirectional.

Importantly, a recognition of this sort of issue
has begun to result in adjustments that are
now taking place at an institutional level in
higher education in Japan. At Osaka
University’'s Graduate School of Humanities,
enrollments in English-medium “advanced,”
“special,” and “issues” classes in the Global
Japanese Studies program have increased
substantially over the past several years. In
part this increase reflects the evolving
demographics of the student body, as many
participants in these courses are themselves
part of international flows into and out of
Japanese academia. However, it also reflects
an increased recognition of how studies of
Japan, rather than serving as ends in and of
themselves, can function as useful case
studies for evaluating global theoretical
frameworks. In particular, the role of trilingual
and quadrilingual research in the area of
global Japanese studies is proving to be
critical in renewing research perspectives
such that they do not simply center or
decenter Japan, but rather serve as
multivalent avenues for further investigations
that will properly situate Japan within a
constellation of multidirectional flows. Trends
of this kind must be actively embraced by
researchers as the field of global Japanese
studies continues to expand.



