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Active learning methods and Japanese Literature:
International communication through online tools
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This presentation describes a PBL-based active
learning approach project on Japanese
Literature. Informed by the existing literature on
PBL, we (Yuko Matsuyama, from Hiroshima
University; Atsushi Nagai, from Kobe University;
Yuki Hata, from Niigata University; and myself,
from Hiroshima University) designed a 2-week
PBL program. A total of 8 learners in three
distinct countries (Japan, Spain, and China)
collaboratively studied and read Hana (The
Nose), a short story published by the Japanese
writer Ryunosuke Akutagawa. The students also
read the story Akutagawa took as the main
source of inspiration, the Konjaku Monogatari.
The main purpose of this project was to read the
selected works trying to draw insight into the
similarities of both short stories on the one hand
and the effect Japanese modernization had in
Meiji and Taisho literature on the other. Despite
their limited prior exposure to Japanese classics,
all the learners demonstrated a recognizable
improvement in their understanding of the text.

This presentation will have the next structure: a
brief explanation of what a PBL seminar
consists of, followed by a concise introduction of
the methodology, the design of the course, the
profile of the students, and the outcomes
achieved in this PBL seminar. Finally, a final
reflection on the current situation of Japanese
Literature education in the era of new
technologies will be added.
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