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Exploring the Significance of the lwakura Mission
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1. History of the Nonprofit lwakura Mission
Society

(1) Evolution of the society as the prime center
of research on the lwakura Mission. It is on a par
with Tanaka Akira, annotator of the chronicle of
the mission.

(2) Sections of the society

(3) Related publications and DVDs

(4) About the database (complete itinerary for
each of the 632 days, biographies of related
figures, archives relating to the mission)

2. Exploring the Significance of the lwakura
Mission

(1) A Meiji-period mission consisting of senior
government officials, whose goal was the
wholesale adoption of modern Western
civilization—then the pinnacle of civilization and
the world’s mainstream. The mission was
comparable to the embassies sent to Sui and
Tang China in the seventh to ninth centuries.

* The mission’s objectives * The character of
Western modernity at the time

(2) Having learned the virtues of gradualism, the
mission’s members seized power from the
caretaker government dominated by radical
reformists from Tosa and Hizen in the political
crisis of 1873.

* The nature of gradualism <« What really
happened in the political crisis of 1873

+ The considerable range of the caretaker
government’s radical reforms

(3) The knowledge brought back by the mission
was utilized to promote industrial development
and build a prosperous, militarily powerful
nation.

(4) The type of state that the mission aspired to
was given concrete shape in the Meiji
Constitution, the Imperial House Law, the
Imperial Rescript on Education, and the Imperial
Rescript to Soldiers and Sailors.

(5) The mission’s significance lies in the
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questions it poses about whether it was a good
thing that the Meiji state took this form.

3. Toward a remaking of Japanese civilization
(1) Paul Gauguin’s words “Where do we come
from? What are we? Where are we going?” can
be applied to history. The goal of any historical
study is to think about the present and the
future.

(2) Modern Japanese history since the Meiji
period can be thought of in 77-year cycles, which
raises the question: How should we live the next
77 years, from 2023 to 21007

(3) Japan has experienced 77 years of war and
77 years of peace. The next 77 years will
probably begin by questioning the universality of
Western modernity. The spirit of “altruism,” to
use Inamori Kazuo's term, will be the benchmark
against which all is measured. When you build
the future with an altruistic mindset, you can
clearly see your goal. (Transcending the modern.
Ethical capitalism = the Analects and the
abacus. From the pursuit of national and
personal interest, i.e., love of self, to love of
one’s fellow beings. The maturing of society. The
Pax Tokugawa and the Japanese constitution’s
renunciation of war as strategies.)

(4) Education is the key. Surviving in an era when
there are no ready answers will require people
with the ability to ask questions. Say we started
history classes from the modern period, and
taught students to think and debate by adopting
a student-driven rather than teacher-driven
approach to education. Then more and more
young people would, of their own accord, take a
second look at themselves and society. That
would change politics and by extension society.
It could well even change the world. There could
be no better teaching aid for that purpose than
thinking about the true nature of the Iwakura
Mission and its zeal to adopt modern Western
civilization.



