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Rereading Huntington’s “The Clash of Civilizations?”: Food for Thought about the
lwakura Mission’s 150th Anniversary and the Direction of Japanese Civilization

N=N—RFREFOBRFEYT I2TIL - NV
F v bk »H, "The Clash of Civilizations? (3ZFA
DER?) "EBY DX % Foreign Affairs 5%
ICHRFLI-DIE, 1993 FETH D, ZDwWXILIE
BhtEyE—YarvaEftiEezl, L TH -
o RELRFEEZT I

NyFrhbviF Tanho&EOHhOXEEEIC
HRIZPETEIN T, TN TXHBERLOXIL L
DD ED] L WHZEEFE L, DN
VFUVRUVDFENE Lo TWVAENEIMNILC
CTORETIE AW (BEANICIE, HRITET
FINVTFUIVDEICH>TWE LS ICER
ITonbd), 2 CHESE LIZVLWDIE, N F v
frOBANBRICHT 25 TH B, N TF
FUIEEBANBEWS HDZ—DDHILL 72X
BRe LT, HREEXT S 7~8 OXHDHIH
DOEDELTEIFTWS, LArL. £hizB
AXPESCFFHIEL =D TlEREDI -7,

NFU A ICENIE, BROXBHEWS B
DIF—D2DRE., —2OERL T THERENT
WEEBICI=Z—IAXPATHD, 1=—7 &
EONT. EATIFAELREWL, NVYF Ui
AANXBEEWS DIEZFD &S 12 3D TE—MH,
H—HICEATWEDOIC, ZOXHOERE
B, XBBREOERICKAF Iy 7 EEN A
FHARRICBVTIE, ZORICERYARINTIE
BICEHBMNA, AMAILZBDICH > T ER
VIRTAVIBEHMETLTWADTH 5,
CDONYFr b rOERBIITLT, RwxiTH
&, ENA, XHHE L TOHRICEE N

EH —
TAKII Kazuhiro

Harvard University political scientist Samuel
Huntington published his article “The Clash of
Civilizations?” in Foreign Affairs in 1993. The
article stirred up quite a sensation—and
provoked a massive backlash.

Huntington predicted the emergence of
civilizational conflicts and fault lines as the
world became divided into several civilizations.
Our concern here is not whether his prediction
is correct. (Personally, | feel that the world is
steadily falling into Huntington's trap.) What |
wish to discuss is Huntington's take on
Japanese civilization. He classifies Japan as a
separate civilization, identifying it as one of the
seven or eight civilizations that make up the
world. But that is not because he holds Japanese
civilization in high regard.

According to Huntington, Japan is a civilization
unique to itself in that it comprises a single
ethnic group and a single state. Being called
unique should not be taken as a compliment.
Huntington is pessimistic about the outlook for
Japanese civilization. He predicts that, being so
homogeneous and uniform, Japan will be left
behind in this era of civilizational conflict, as the
interplay of civilizations becomes increasingly
dynamic. It will, in his view, become extremely
inward-looking and isolated. It is imperative that
Japan as a civilization refute Huntington’s
contention.

This symposium commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the lwakura Mission, | hope, will
prove the starting point for a process of
reflection on this civilizational imperative now
facing Japan. The Iwakura Mission was a
journey to adopt Western civilization, which had
previously been alien, as Japan sought to
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become a civilized nation. What kind of
civilization has Japan built as a result of that
journey? Is that civilization really, as Huntington
claims, too inward-looking and isolated to be a
global actor? On the contrary, a careful analysis
of Japanese history and contemporary Japan
may furnish insights on how to mediate between
civilizations and encourage them to engage in
dialogue and reconciliation.

The nineteenth-century lwakura Mission was a
journey in quest of civilization. What Japan now
requires is an lwakura Mission for the twenty-
first century—one that will identify where Japan
is needed on the international stage and help
create new value and knowledge.



