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Buransen of Denmark: early Meiji Japan and Denmark
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In my humble opinion, too much focus on the
Iwakura Mission to Europe and America and on
its outcomes tends to give rise to a notion of a
one-way traffic of information and knowledge-
transfer. Accordingly, in this lecture | will attempt
to link the activities of the lwakura Mission with
the first fruits of Western Japanology in the early
Meiji  period. Since the activities and
contributions of British, French and German
japanologists are quite well known | shall focus
instead on the Iwakura Mission’s visit to
Denmark and on a remarkable young Dane who
resided in Japan for nine years. He used the
Japanese name Buransen and his real name will
be revealed in this lecture. His contributions to
debates in early Meiji Japan and to the
accumulation of knowledge on Japan were
significant, and | shall draw upon newly-
discovered materials from the National Museum
of Denmark.



