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The talk will examine how distinct logics surrounding the concept of ‘society’ (1:2%) have
informed livestock care in Japan, and how these logics have clashed with international animal
welfare standards.
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Current research on animal welfare in Japan

Conference Language: Japanese (with simultaneous English-transcription on zoom) (one
presentation held in English)

Organized by: International Research Center for Japanese Studies. (Nichibunken)
Co-organized by: German Institute for Japanese Studies

Venue: Conference Room 1, Nichibunken (Online streaming available)

This symposium aims to examine animal welfare in Japan from multiple perspectives,
including ethics, history, and society. All forms of social activity that seek to promote
human-animal coexistence, improve the treatment of animals, provide protection, and
achieve legal recognition for animals are being analyzed in the presentations. Scholars
from Japan and abroad come together to analyze various initiatives concerning the
treatment of animals under the broad and inclusive concept of “animal welfare
movements,” (dobutsu aigo undo) and to reconsider the nature of human—animal
relationships.

Program
Conference moderators:

e Ken’ichi Shunto (International Research Center for Japanese Studies)
e Barbara Holthus (German Institute for Japanese Studies)

13:30-13:35

Opening Remarks

Kazuhiro Takii (International Research Center for Japanese Studies; Chair, Research
Promotion Division)

13:35-13:40
Introduction and Objectives of the Symposium
Barbara Holthus (German Institute for Japanese Studies)

13:40-14:10

Tetsuji Iseda (Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University)

The Origins of the Ethics of Itadakimasu and the Japanese idea of 'Dobutsu Aigo'
(loving care of animals)

In recent years, a prominent discourse surrounding meat consumption in Japan has been the
rapid spread of interpretations that link the pre-meal expression “itadakimasu’ to the idea of
“grateful for receiving life.” Prototypical forms of this way of thinking can be identified in
prewar discourses, and they provide useful insights for understanding the distinctive
characteristics of Japanese approaches to animal welfare.

14:20-14:50
W. Puck Brecher (Department of History, College of Arts and Sciences, Washington State



University)
Livestock Care Within and Beyond Japanese “Society”

The talk will examine how distinct logics surrounding the concept of ‘society’ (shakai) have
informed livestock care in Japan, and how these logics have clashed with international animal
welfare standards.

15:10-15:40
Ken’ichi Shunto (International Research Center for Japanese Studies)
Why Has the Term “Dabutsu Aigo” Continued to Be Used?

After emerging in Japan during the Meiji period, the term “love and protection of animals”
(dobutsu aigo) has remained in continuous use for more than a century, without being
replaced by alternatives such as “animal protection” (dobutsu hogo) or “animal welfare”
(dobutsu fukushi). This presentation revisits key debates surrounding dobutsu aigo, including
its adoption in the names of animal welfare organizations and its incorporation into legal
terminology, in order to reflect on the historical trajectory of the term.

15:50-16:20

Barbara Holthus (German Institute for Japanese Studies)

The Sociology of Human-Pet Relationships: Happiness, Loneliness, and Multispecies
Families

In Japan, the annual number of pets entering households now exceeds the number of human
births per year. Pets are widely treated as family members, and empirical research has
demonstrated their contribution to reducing loneliness and improving health and well-being
indicators. This presentation offers a sociological examination of forms of family in which
humans and animals live together, conceptualized as “multispecies families.”

16:40-17:10
General Discussion
Chair: Ken’ichi Shunto (International Research Center for Japanese Studies)



